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THE NAME BARQUEIROS (BOATMEN) IS GIVEN TO THE MEN
WHO SKIPPERED PASSENGER BOATS ACROSS A RIVER THAT
HAD FEW BRIDGES, MAKING THEM RESPONSIBLE FOR
TRANSPORTING PEOPLE AND GOODS FROM ONE BANK TO
THE OTHER, ALONG THE LENGTH OF THE RIVER.

BUT BARQUEIROS IS ALSO THE NAME OF A PARISH IN
MESAO FRIO, WHOSE PEOPLE HAVE DEVOTED THEIR LIVES
TO THEIR WORK AS CAPTAINS, BOATMEN AND SAILORS
SINCE TIME IMMEMORIAL..

THE GROWTH OF THE WINE TRADE IN THE SECOND HALF
OF THE 18" CENTURY LED THE GENERAL COMPANY OF
AGRICULTURE OF THE ALTO DOURO VINEYARDS, FOUNDED
BY THE MARQUIS OF POMBAL, TO CREATE REGULATIONS
GOVERNING THE CONSTRUCTION OF RABELO BOATS AND
THE WORK OF THEIR CAPTAINS AND CREWS.

HISTORICAL DOCUMENTS SHOW THAT IN 1796 BARQUEIROS
WAS HOME TO 54 CAPTAINS AND 293 SAILORS.

FOLLOWING THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE RAILWAY IN THE
LATE 19" CENTURY, RIVER TRANSPORT LOST MUCH OF ITS
IMPORTANCE.

IN 1965, WITH THE START OF WORK TO BUILD THE
CARRAPATELO DAM, TRADITIONAL TRANSPORT ON THE
RIVER DOURO CAME TO AN END.



